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Dynamic virtual communities spring from audio-visual content 
networks  
 
Digital audio-visual (AV) content is today a medium that is in - highdemand by 
home users, thanks to the continuous technical development of electronic 
devices that achieve a quality of output that was not long ago the unique 
preserve of professionals. The digital video camera, for example, is now an 
everyday reality, which in the era of social networks, has created a follow-up 
demand for innovative services that allow users to manage, share and distribute 
their AV output. The leap from traditional, text-based information exchange was 
brought about by instant messaging and blogging, which constitute the basis of 
social networking. Nowadays, the growing demand for tools to enhance the 
exchange of media content (particularly AV) is simply a natural development of 
this trend towards collaborating and sharing and with others via 
telecommunications technology –first came text, now we complement it with 
photos and video streaming – which constitutes a defining factor of 
contemporary society, expressed most forcefully as a pervasive and ever 
increasing need to be here, now, with others, available, ready: in touch with the 
dynamic virtual community. 
 
CONTENT Network of Excellence (NoE) is a European Research Network 
coordinated by Prof. Dr. Arturo Azcorra from University Carlos III of Madrid, 
recently appointed Director General for Technology Transfer and 
Entrepreneurial Development at the Spanish Ministry of Science and 
Innovation, and Director (on leave) of IMDEA Networks. CONTENT NoE has 
recently concluded a three year joint research effort in the field of 
telecommunications, targeted to the advancement of state of the art Content 
Delivery Networks for Home Users, which constitute an integral part of 
Networked Audio-Visual Systems and Home Platforms. The overall goal has 
been the integration of a vast community of researchers aiming to boost the 
availability of new technologies and models for low-cost, pervasive audio-visual 
content conservation and distribution, with particular emphasis on the 
reinforcement of European networking communities. Thinking of tomorrow, 
CONTENT NoE has focused on the dissemination of excellence as a primary 
scientific objective, on the basis that research of new technologies that allow 
different levels of communication contributes to the emergence of new 
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communication styles and language patterns. A key factor of scientific 
development in the field of telecommunications is its central impact on the 
multiplication of human/societal/communicative ways of being in the world.   
 
The R&D work carried out by CONTENT NoE members has laid the foundation 
for the first generation of Autonomic Content Networks, covering around 30 joint 
tasks related to content networking, overlay networking, and content services. 
CONTENT NoE can be best described as a community of scientists working 
together in an environment that fosters the integration of research trends and 
outputs, in a manner that epitomizes the very subject and object of their work, 
that is, to enable and enhance European Community Networking at all user 
levels. CONTENT NoE has made the education and training of young 
researchers key to further develop the European Research Area through 
collaboration and it has established the basis for a sustained increase of 
European leadership in the development of a key aspect of Information society 
technologies: content networks. 
 
www.ist-content.eu 
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ABOUT IMDEA NETWORKS 

IMDEA Networks is an international research institute supported by the 

Regional Government of Madrid and the European Union. The Institute brings 

together distinguished and young scientific researchers to develop cutting-edge 

science and technology in the field of networking. In order to ensure a truly 

international perspective, the Institute’s working language is English. Promoting 

interdisciplinary collaboration, the Madrid-based Institute works in partnership 

with leading businesses and scientists from around the globe. By generating 

new knowledge and understanding through its activities, the Institute supports 

the continued development of Madrid and Spain as a centre for international 

scientific and technological research. 

www.networks.imdea.org 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION – FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY 
We ask you kindly not to publish the following contact details.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
If you would like more information about this topic, please call or email:  
 
Contact:  
Rebeca De Miguel, Operations Support Manager     
Tel: +34 91 481 6977 
Email: rebeca.demiguel@imdea.org 
 
IMDEA NETWORKS 
Avda del Mar Mediterraneo, 22 
28918 – Leganés 
Madrid (Spain) 
 
General enquiries: 
Tel: +34 91 481 6210 
Email: info.networks@imdea.org 
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